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LEARN - Preamble





▪ Lanka Education And Research Network (LEARN), the NREN (National Research and
Education Network) of Sri Lanka was established in 1989.

▪ LEARN pioneered the setup of the first wide area network (WAN) in Sri Lanka, 
connecting universities and research institutions.

▪ As present, it is a Company Limited by Guarantee, owned by the UGC and State
Universities.

▪ Membership

18 Full Members                16 Associate Members              24 Affiliate Members

▪ The Operation of LEARN is Governed by the Articles of Association of LEARN
(2009).

▪ Managed by the LEARN Board of Directors, one member each from the full member
institutions. 4

LEARN and its Governance 



LEARN: Vision and Mission
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A Snapshot of Internet in Sri Lanka*

*Naville Lahiru, A snapshot of the state of Sri Lankan internet in 2022. November 2022, available at https://readme.lk/sri-lankan-internet-2022-snapshot/



Internet
Usage and 
Social Media
in Sri Lanka

● As of June 2022, there were 19.43 million (21%📈) mobile
broadband subscriptions (3G and 4G) and about 3.08
million (30%📈) fixed broadband subscriptions in Sri
Lanka.

● The country recorded 11.34 million internet users by
January 2022 with an internet penetration rate of 52.6%.

● 44.50% of the population (aged 5 to 69) used the internet at
least once in 2021, with over 77.00% accessing the internet
via smartphones.

● Social media users totaled around 8.20 million by January
2022. The platforms with the most reach were Facebook
(7.15 million), YouTube (6.68 million), Instagram (1.55
million), LinkedIn (1.50 million), and Twitter (296.7
thousand).

● TikTok's popularity has surged with over 900,000 users as
of June 2021.



Internet
Infrastructure, 
Ecommerce, 
and Digital 
Security in Sri 
Lanka

● Mean mobile internet connection speed in July 2022 was
20.99Mbps (ranked 119 out of 140 globally), while mean
fixed internet speed was 29.76Mbps (ranked 129 out of
182).

● Ecommerce: 73.6% of the population over 15 has a bank
account, but only 7.7% used online banking in 2021. In the
same year, 2.7% made an online purchase, 4.7% paid bills
online, and 47.2% used digital payments.

● The TRCSL (Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
of Sri Lanka) is considering upgrading the local internet
infrastructure by transitioning from 3G to 4G and 5G.

● Data privacy and security remain crucial. Despite passing
the Data Protection Act, Sri Lanka still lags in prioritizing
digital security at a national level. The effectiveness of this
act is yet to be fully realized.
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LEARN’s Role in Internet Governance



20 Gbps

LEARN: Connectivity and Infrastructure



LEARN: Connectivity and Infrastructure
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LEARN: Capacity Building

https://arteculate.asia/learn-empowering-local-
universities/https://arteculate.asia/learn-connect-asian-academics/
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LEARN: Research and Innovation

https://arteculate.asia/learn-empowers-scholars/
https://www.inthefieldstories.net/on-track-for-faster-
railways-in-sri-lanka/
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LEARN: Collaboration and Partnerships
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LEARN: Policy Advocacy

https://arteculate.asia/learn-enabling-future-of-
higher-education/

https://arteculate.asia/father-of-sri-lankan-internet-
abhaya-induruwa/
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LEARN’s Role in Internet Governance
One to Remember



Covid’19 
Pandemic Case 
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Government (TRCSL) Mandating ‘Free’ Data for REN

+ Adding a server pool for On-premise VCon



~2.5 million sessions : ~120 million participants



> 5 billion meeting minutes = ~10,000 years
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LEARN’s Future Plans and Vision
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LEARN’s Influence in Higher Education

University Grants 
Commission (UGC)

▹ Invested Rs 200 million ($ 1 
million) short term on IT 
Infrastructure 

▹ People’s Bank and University 
Grants Commission (UGC) 
tie up to provide laptop loans 
to undergraduates (~Rs. 3 
billion = $ 15 million)
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LEARN’s Influence in Government/TRC

Government/TRC
Setting aside a Rs 15 
billion budget ($200m) 
for 2021/22 for the 
“Connect Sri Lanka” 
(aka “Communication 
to the village”)Project



LEARN: Vision and Mission



Thank you!
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Thank you!


